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iDREAM ADVISORY BOARD 
 
Ayn Allen 

KCET, Manager of Communications 
Resident: Los Angeles, CA/SPA 6 
 
Ariel R. Carpenter, Chair  
KCET, Executive Director of Communications 
Resident: South Pasadena, CA/SPA 3 
 
LaVonna Lewis, PhD, MPH4 

USC Sol Price School of Public Policy, Teaching Professor 
Diversity in Healthcare Leadership Initiative, Director 
Resident:  Los Angeles, CA/SPA 6 
 
Wenonah Valentine, MBA1, 2, 3, 4 

Executive Director, iDREAM for Racial Health Equity 
Resident: Los Angeles, CA/SPA 6 
 
Weldon Wu, MBA3 

Los Angeles Regional Food Bank, Chief Information Officer 
Resident: Monterey Park, CA/SPA 3 
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
Community Health Advocate Leaders  
 
Rebecca Bernard, MA  
The Cultured Seed, Chief Cultivator 
Resident: Los Angeles, CA/SPA 6  
 
Casee Kelly4 

Masters in Nursing Candidate 
Resident: Los Angeles, CA/SPA 6 
 
Gay Lynn Moore4 

Mocha Moms-Pasadena, President 
Resident: Monrovia, CA/SPA 3 
 
Damika Williams4 

Mocha Moms-Los Angeles, Community Services Chair 
Resident: Rancho Dominquez, CA/SPA 8 
 
Health & Wellness Collaborators 
 
Kimlin Ashing-Giwa, PhD 
City of Hope National Medical Center, Professor 
Center for Community Alliance for Research and Education, 
(CCARE) Director 
Resident: Altadena, CA/SPA 3  
 
Eugene Covington, III1 
GE Capital, GE African American Forum 
Resident: Long Beach, CA/SPA 8 
 

 
Meridith A. Merchant, PhD4 

Behavioral Health Consultant 
Resident: Los Angeles, CA/SPA 5* 
 
Robin Starkey-Harpster, MA, MFT1 

Institute for Girls Development, New & Young Families 
Program Coordinator 
Resident: Pasadena, CA/SPA 3 
 
Yoko Igawa, MPA, MA 1 

City of South Pasadena, Analyst 
Resident: Monterey Park, CA/SPA 3 
 
Millennial Leaders Advisory Council 
Summer Enrichment Program Alumni 
 
Melat Begashaw  
BA 2014, Economics, UCLA, SPA 2 
 
Mimi Ly4 

BA 2013, International Development Studies, UCLA, SPA 3 
 
Dina Trang4 

BS 2013, Biochemistry, UCLA, SPA 3 
 
Elena Trang 
BS 2014, Biochemistry, UCLA, SPA 3 
 
Undergraduate Intern  
 
Velvet Johnson 
BA 2013, Health Administration, CSU Bakersfield, SPA 6 
 
Special Projects 
 
Meron Begashaw 
BA 2012, Anthropology, UCLA 
Resident: Lake Balboa, CA, SPA 2 
 
Brandon Bouldin1 
BA 2012, Business Economics, UCSB 
KPMG International 
Resident: Los Angeles, CA, SPA 6 
 
Denny Directo1 

BA 2011, Communications, UCSB 
CBS/Entertainment Tonight 
Resident: West Hollywood, CA, SPA 5 
 
Julio Ceasar Reyes4 
BA 2011, Sociology and Latin American Studies (minor), 
Occidental College 
Arroyo Vista Family Health Center 
Resident: Inglewood, CA/ SPA 6 
 


